58                 Panchapadika

How can there be an immediate apprehension in the
absence of the object ? The 'artha satta niscaya' (determi-
ning the being of the object) is dependent upon samvid ava-
bhasa' (appearance of aw-ireness). It is not the object which
makes apprehension possible ; but' it is the apprehension
which makes the knowledge of the object possible. If the
^amvit sattaniscaya* (the being of   conscriousness)
were to be dependent on the "artha satta niscaya\we have to
find out another 'niscaya5 on which does defend the ^tha
satta niscaya'.. To avoid this regress we have to assume
ontological and logical priority of 'samvit satta' (being or
reality of consciousness).

Objection : But there is a later apprehension (sam-
vedana) that 'this is no silver ? Does not this determine the
absence of the object even during the erroneous cognition ?

Reply ; But prior to this sublation there was an app-
rehension (samvedana) which proves the existence of that
object which is sublated later. In the later cognition w^
have 'this is no silver. The silver which is the this is nega-
ted. It is not mere silver that it negated but the silver which
is 'samsrishta' (fused) with the 'this'.

Objection : In the prior cognition we have the app-
rehensions of 'this', 'silver', and the 'abhava" of this silver.
These are not distinguished likewise ; can't we say that in
the later cognition too these are not distinguished and. as
" such there is only 'samsarga samvid abhava' ? (negation of
the fased awareness). Since there is 'vyavahara. sambhava
jnana' (knowledge which is in agreement with activity) in
the later congtion, we can say that then alone there is the
samsarga' between the 'this' and the 'silver9.